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PAHHOXPUCTUSHCKHU CTBKJIEH MEJIAJILOH
C NO3JIATEH KPBCT
OT BAPHEHCKUS MY3EN

Anexkcanabp MuHueB

YTBBP)K1aBaHETO Ha XPUCTUSIHCTBOTO M HAJIAraHETO MY KaTO €MHCTBE-
Ha pPeJMrus B KbCHaTa PUMCKa uMnepus € TSICHO CBbP3aHO ¢ pa3npocTpa-
HeHnuero npe3 [V-VI B. Ha rosisim Opoil 1peOHM MaMETHULM, CBbP3aHU C
TO3H KYJIT: KpPbCTYETA, UKOHKH, MEAAJIbOHU, Karcyu-amynetu u ap. Te ca
M3pabOoTBaHM OT Pa3IMYCH MaTepral — METaJu (BKJIIOYUTETHO U OJ1aropos-
HU), KEpAMUKa, CTBKJIO U MO-PSAKO — OT KOCT, & CbC CUTYPHOCT € UMAJIO U
JIbPBEHU.

Cpen Te3u mamMeTHULIM (Hapen ¢ KpbhCTYeTaTa) Hal-pa3npoCTpPaHEHH
ca memaiabonuTe. opmara UM HAK-YECTO € KPbIJIa WU CIIUTICOBUIHA.
[Tpennountanara ykpaca Ha T34 JPECOHU NPEIMETH ca N300pakeHUsI HA
pa3IMuHU XPUCTUSHCKU CUMBOJIM. Ha HSAKOM OT TAX MMa XPUCTUSHCKH
WJI Maruyecku CUMBOJIM U kpaTku (opmynu'. [To-psako, ocobeHo no
METAJIHUTE U CTHKJICHUTE MEAJIbOHU, Ca MPEACTABEHU U JIMYHOCTHU UJIU
CLICHH, CBBP3aHu TpeanmMHo ¢ HoBus, a nousikora — u cbe Crapus 3aBet?.
B 3aBucuMocCT OT Marepuasa, OT KOWTO ca U3pabOTEHH, yKpacara UM €
Bpsi3aHa WJIK HUCKOpesedHa.

BB BapHEeHCKH S apXe0JI0rnu4eCKU My 3€U MOCTBITH HACKOPO €IUH CThK-
JIEH MeNaJIbOH?, KOMTO 3aciyskaBa 0co0eHO BHUMaHue (00p. I: a, 6). Toii e
oTkpuT B CeBeponsTouHa bwirapus, HO 3a ChKajieHUe 00CTOATENICTBaTa
¥ TOYHOTO MSCTO Ha HAMMPAHETO MYy He ca u3BecTHH. [lo HauMH Ha u3pa-
00TKa M yKpaca TO3U MEJajbOH CE pa3auyaBa OT BCUUKHU MOAOOHU paH-
HOXPUCTHUSIHCKH TIPEIMETH, KOMTO Ca MU TO3HATH OT MyOJUKaLMK Y HAC
uB uyxOuna. [lopaau ToBa cMsiTaM, 4e CBOEBPEMEHHOTO MY Ty0OJIMKYBa-
HE 11I€ NPEACTABJSIBA HUHTEPEC 32 MHOTO CHECLIMATIUCTH, KOUTO CE 3aHMMa-
BAT C PAHHOXPUCTHUSIHCKO U3KYCTBO U PAaHHOBU3AHTUMCKU HAKUTH.

Menanb0HBT MMa HE ChbBCEM TIpaBMIIHA KpbIvia (popMa, a OKOJIOBPHCT-
HUST My pb0 € TeCEeH U 3aKpbIvieH. M3paboTeH € 0T 3eIeHMKaBOKbITO MO0~
JYMPO3PavHO CTHKJIIO C APEOHM LIYIIK, KOETO MMa HA MECTa YEPBEHUKAB
oTTeHbK. Jlnamerspsbt My € 3,3-3.4 cm, a nedenunara — 0,4 cm. Toit nocta
HAroOMHs MOMYJSipHUTE, Ha-Beue npe3 V—-VI B., CThbKIIEHH paHHOBU3aH-
TUHCKU €K3aruu, HO € C MHOTO MO-TOJIsIM INAMETBP OT THX.
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Oop. 1: a, 6. PanHoxpucmustHCKu CmMwbKIA€H MEOATbOH
¢ noznamen ,,epwvyru  kppoem om Bapuenckus myseii (nuye u epoo)

3agHaTa 4acT HO MEJajbOHA € JIEKO U HEPaBHOMEPHO W3IIbKHAJIA, A
JMLEBaTa € MJI0CKa, Makap U HE ChBCEM Mazka. Bbrpxy Hes € ornedaran
J0CTa TUIMTKO TOJsIM PaBHOPAMEHEH ,,TPBLKH " KPBCT C SCHO OYEPTaHU
TPUBIBJIHA PAMEHE, HE ChbBCEM €IHAKBU I10 pasMepH. KpbCThT € MOKPUT
C TBHKO 3JIaTHO (POJIMO, KOETO € OMJIO TOJO0XKEHO BbPXY OLIE TOIMIOTO
CTBKJIO, BCJIEACTBUE HA KOETO € NPUJIEHAIIO0 100pe BbpXy Hero. Ponmoto e
0(OpMEHO 10 CHIIKS HAYUH — KaTO ,,PHLKH KPBCT, HO C MAJIKO MO-TOJIEMU
pasMepu M H3JiM3a OTYACTH W3BBH PAMKUTE HAa KPbCTOBUS OTIEYATDHK.
Bbpxy 31aTHOTO (hOJIMO HE € MOCTABEHO JOMBJIHUTEIHO CTHKIICHO MOKPHU-
THE, NTOpaJM KOETO Ha MECTA JINYaT clladu Ceau OT U3TPUBAHE.

B cpenara Ha kpbCTa UMa npeaBapuTeNHO 0opMeHa BITbOHATHHA, B
KOSITO OLLE MPEIU MO3JaTABAHETO € OMJI0 MHKPYCTUPAHO MAJIKO TOJTYCKb-
MOLIEHHO KaMbue — axaT (?) ¢ TbMHOKa(siB LBSIT U ThbHbK XOPU30OHTAJIEH
MiIedHOO0suT mosic. KamMmbueTo nma HenpaBuiiHa TpubI'biHa popma. JlomHara
My BHJIMMAa 4aCT € MOKPUTa OTYACTHU CBILO C [103/1aTa, JOKaTo ropHara 4act
KaTo Y€ JIM € JIOIIbJIHUTEIHO MOYUCTEHA U NoJiupaHa. Bb3MOXKHO € ChIlo
TaKa paszjMKara My JBETE YaCTH Jja € Pe3y/ITar OT Abjrara ynorpeda Ha
MeZIalIbOHa — C TEYEHHUE HA BPEMETO 3/1aTHOTO MOKPUTHUE BHPXY KAMBUYETO
Jla CE€ € U3TPUJIO OT JI0CETa C APExXara Ha MPUTEKATEIIS MY.

MenanboHbT € Ouil cuyneH (BEpOSTHO MPU OTKPUBAHETO) HA TPU YaCTH,
cera cienenu. Jluncea majka 4act ot ppba, OTUyneHa Olle B JPEBHOCTTA.

MenaibOHBT € MPOU3BEAECH YPE3 JIECHE, Hal-BEPOSITHO B INIMHEH KaJlbIl,
cJiell KOeTo phOBT My € Ot 3amazieH. OTreyaTbKbT Ha KpbCTa € 0OpPMEH €
MOMOLLTA HA TO3UTUBEH, MOYKE O METaJIeH Meyar Ui ¢ METAJIHO KPbCTYE,
MPUTUCHATO KbM OLLE HEU3CTUHAJATa CThKIIEHA Maca.
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[Ipu HanpaBaTa Ha MeaabOHA, OLLIE MPEAN OTIEYATBAHETO HA KPbHCTa,
B T'OPHUSI Kpai Ha €AHOTO MY pamo € npoduTa Majka ayrnKa 3a OKauBaHETO
My Ha BPBbBYMIIA WJIM THHKO peMbyie. BeposiTHO nymnkaTta € HampaBeHa C
MOCTAaBSHETO Ha ThHKA KJICUKA B OILI€ HEU3CTUHAJIOTO CTHKJIO, KOSITO IMOCTE-
TIEHHO C€ € OBBIVIMJIA OT BUCOKATa TEMITEpaTypa, a CJIE TOBA OTBOPHT € OUJI
MOYMCTEH. BH3MOXKHO € BMECTO KJICUHIIA B CTHKJIOTO Ja € Oujia BMbKHATa
TBhHKa TeJl, KOATO € Ousia pa3aBHKBaHa O MBIHOTO My M3CTHUBAHE, ClIEN
KOETO € U3TEINIeHa OT 00pasyBaHarTa Iy muulia.

CrbkiaeHuTe MEAAIBOHU Ca MHOTO Pa3NpOCTPaHEHHU Mpe3 KbCHATa aH-
TUYHOCT. Te mpoabKaBatr eHa TpaauLus, 03HaTa OLLE OT paHHATa pUM-
CKa eroxa, Koraro no-0eIHIUTe rpak/iaHd Ha UMTIEPUATA 3aMECTBAJIU C TAX
CKBITUTE F'€MH M KaMeU. EBTUHUAT MaTepual — CTHKIIOTO, JaBajl Bb3MOXK-
HOCT TaKkuBa YKpAlLCHUs J1a C€ MPOM3BEXKIAT MAaCOBO Ype3 M3JIMBAHE B
Kanbnu. Te3n MenaaboHM ca Hal-4eCTO KPBITIM WM EIUIICOBUIHU U ca
YKpPaceHH ¢ U300paskeHus Ha Pa3iMuHu OOKECTBA OT IPBKO-PUMCKHUS UITH
M3TOYHUS MAHTEOH U TEXHU CUMBOJIM U aTrpulyTH. Cpeuiar ce U nopTpeTu
Ha UMIIEPATOPH U YjieHOBe Ha TexHuTe (pamunuu’. be3 cbMHeHHe yacT o
MENaJbOHNUTE C PEJTMTHO3HU U300paKeHHS ca OMIIH TOJI3BaHM OT COOCTBE-
HULIMTE UM OCBEH KAaTO HAKHUT, U KaTO aMyJICTH.

EBTHHM U chOOpa3eHU C BKYCOBETE U BSIPBAHMSITA HA Pa3JIMUHU €THU-
YECKH I'PYINU B UMIIEPHSITA, CTBKICHUTE MEIaJbOHU Ca OUITM €IHU OT Haii-
MOMYJIIPHUTE HAKUTH HE CaMO MPe3 1s1ata pUMCcKa eroxa, Ho U Ipe3 KbCe-
HaTa aHTUYHOCT M PaHHOBHM3aHTHIICKaTa €roxa, a u cliell ToBa. Burnpeku
TOBa UMEHHO MOPaJX KPEXKOCTTa Ha MaTepualla, OT KOWTO ca HallpaBeHH,
JTHEC T€ C€ OTKPUBAT CPABHUTEITHO PSIKO, 0COOEHO B OBJITAPCKUTE 3EMH.

[Tpe3 IV-VII B. cTBKIIEHN MENAJIbOHU NIPOABIDKABAT [1a CE HOCSAT, HO B
yKpacara UM HacThIIBA IPOMsIHA, HAJIOKEHA U ChOOpa3eHa ¢ HoBarta, rnpe-
oOnasiaBailia Beue peiurus — XpUuCcTUSHCTBOTO. B HauanmHus mepuos Ha He-
rOBOTO YTBBPYKJaBaHe B KbCHaTa PUMCKa MMIepusi BCE OLIE MPOAbKaBaT
Ja Ce CpeliaT e3u4eCKu N300pakeHMsl M CBbP3aHU C PA3JIMYHM HEXPHUC-
TUSIHCKU BSPBAHUS PETUTMO3HU WM Marudecku (popMyJiu, MOTUBHU U HaJ-
NUCK>, B KOMTO 00adve ce Bjlara HOB, XPUCTHUSIHCKA CMHUCHI. [lopaau ToBa,
ocobeno npe3 [V B., a u cien ToBa, MO MENATbOHUTE CE CPEIIaT HOBPE-
MEHHO Hal-pa3uyHu U300paKeHUs] — OUBU U (PAHTACTUUYHU JKUBOTHH,
0rocToBe U (pUrypH Ha XOpa, HAKOU OT MOMYJISIPHUTE MaruueCKU HaIUCH,
KaKTO W Pa3/IMYHU CHMBOJIM, CBbP3aHU C XPUCTUSHCTBOTO, OubIeHcKH
CLICHUM WU CBETLH .

MenanboHUTE ¢ XPUCTUSTHCKH CUMBOJIM WM M300Pa)KEHUs, KaKTO U
HarpbAHUTE KPHCTUETA MOKA3BAJIM PEJIMTHO3HATA TMPUHAIJISKHOCT Ha
CBOMTE MpUTESXKATETU. Te BIKAAINA B T€3HW MPEAMETH JOMBJIHUTEIHA Tra-
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paHuMs 3a 3akpuia oT bora. B TO3uM CMHCBHJI MENalIbOHUTE, KaKTO Mpe3
pUMCKaTa eroxa, Urpaejm posista Ha aMyJIeTH arnoTporneu (T. Hap. punakre-
pun)’. BsipBajo ce, ue BbILUIbTEHATA B TAX PEIMIHO3HA CHUJA Mpeanassa
,,JI0 MAarM4eCKy HA4MH* OT Pa3NUuHUTE OCAM U 3JIMHM, C KOUTO YOBEK CE
Cpella BbB BCEKUIHEBHUS CH KUBOT — O0IECTH, PaHU, Pa3JIMUHU OCICTBUS
U CMBPT®.

KakTo Bede criomeHax, He MU € U3BECTEH APYT MEAAJIbOH, HAIIPABEH 10
TO3u HauuH. Jluncara Ha napanenu U apXxeoJIorMueCKU KOHTEKCT 3aTpy/l-
HsBa M10-TOYHOTO JAaTUPAaHE Ha MenaiboHa oT BapHeHckus my3seit. Eto 3a-
o To OM ciensano na ce 0asupa Ha HaYMHA Ha U3padOTBAHETO HA TO3U
MHTEPECEH MPEAMET, a IOHIKBAE — U Ha ¢opmaTa Ha OTIEUATAHUS BbPXY
HET0 KPbCT.

Bbrpeku 4e ouie npe3 paHHaTa €JIMHUCTUYECKA €10Xa XapakTepHaTa
TEXHUKA Ha alJIMKMPaHE Ha 371aTHO (POTHO KbM CTHKJIOTO CE€ U3MOJI3Ba B
CTBKJIAPCKUTE paboTHIHUIM B M3TOKa®, B PUM Ts cTaBa MOJIHA M 3aro4Ba
Jla ce M3M0J13Ba No-mupoko easa B nepuona I B. np. Xp.—I B. ci. Xp. Tora-
Ba TSl C€ MpUJiara MpeIuMHO MpU M3padOTBAaHETO HA ChAyeTa 3a Oyaro-
BOHUSI U JIpyra KO3METHUKA U J0CTA TO-PSIJIKO — 3a HAMpaBaTa Ha roJIeMU
CTBKJICHU MBHHUCTA 3a OrbpiIMUM. [10 TOBa Bpeme ce MPOMEHST TOHSAKBE
XyA0XKECTBEHUST CTUJI M1 HAYMHBT HA MojiaraHe Ha 3/71aTHOTO (oiuo. 3a-
MoYyBaT Jia Ce€ M3I0JI3BAT MHOIO THHKU W TECHU 3JIaTHU JIEHTH, KOUTO
ce KOMOMHUpAT Npu POPMYBAHETO HA ChJA UJIU MBHUCTOTO, KaTO CE yBU-
BaT €IHOBPEMEHHO C HSKOJIKO APYTH JIEHTU OT CTBHKJIO C Pa3jIM4yHU LBE-
ToBe. [lo TO3M HaumH ce monyuaBa T.Hap. JieHToBa Mo3aiika (Bandmo-
saik), kosTO MpumaBa 0codeHa KpacoTa Ha Te3u cThkieHu uaenus'’. Ho
OKOJIO cpenata Ha | B.ci. Xp. Ta3u TEXHUKA MpecTaBa Ja Ce MoJi3Ba OT
CTBKJIapUTE B PUMCKaTa uMrnepus.

Ensa no Bpemero Ha Ceepute (kbM Kpas Ha Il unm no-ckopo B Haua-
noto Ha Il B.) B Pum 0THOBO 3anouBa ynorpebdara Ha 31aTtHO (POJIMO B CTh-
KJIapcTBOTO. ToraBa ce mosiBsiBa Mojata Ha KPbIVIMTE CTHKJICHU MEAAIBO-
HU OT T. Hap. Tin ,.sandwich gold glasses™ (3maTHu cTHKIIA TUIT ,,CAaHABUY ).
Te ca HapeueHW Taka Mopaay HauYMHA Ha TAXHOTO M3pabotBaHe. B nobpe
0(hopMEH KPbI'bJ U MJIOCHK Kadbll € OWJI U3JIMBAH THHBK, MPO3PAUCH WIH
LIBETEH IUIACT CTHKJIO, HAl-4eCTO 3E€JIEHO UM ThMHOCHHBO. BBpXY BCe oLle
HEM3CTUHAJIATa U TTOCTOSIHHO 3arpsiBaHa 0 OMPEC/ieHa TeMIeparypa CThK-
JIEHa Maca Ce aruTMKUPasio BHUMATETHO 371aTHO ()OJIHOo, KOETO Clie/ ToBa Ou-
JI0 U3PSI3BaHO MO OIpENeieHa, JKejlaHa OT MaicTopa WM KJIUeHTa Gopma.
Taka monmy4yeHoTo puHO M300paKeHHE OWIIO MTOKPUBAHO CJIEA TOBA C BTO-
pH, OLIE MO-ThHBK CJION OT O€3LBETHO CTHKJIO. TO AaBaI0 Bb3MOXKHOCT U3~
00pakeHHSITA 1a CEe BWOKIAT 100pe U 11a C€ 3ama3sT OT MoBpeau’ .
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B ykpacara Ha TO3u THN CTHKJIAPCKU M3IECIMS KaKTO MPE3 KbCHATa
pUMCKaTa eroxa, Taka v npe3 KbCHaTa aHTUYHOCT Hali-4eCTO CPELllaHu ca
noprpeture. Te ca MHOTO pealuCTUYHU U MPEACTABAT OTACIHH JIMLIA UITH
LIEJM CEMENCTBA, HEPSIKO CE€ M3MUCBAT U MMEHaTa Ha n3o0pasenurte. [1pu-
ChCTBAT U PA3JIMYHUA CUMBOJIA W/WJIM TIOXKEIATEIHA HAAMMUCH. [10-KbCHO
(mpeaumuo mpe3 IV B.) ce nosiBsiBaT U M300pakeHUst Ha OMOJICHCKU TIep-
COH)KM MJTH CLICHH, KaKTO M HAJIIMTMCH C XPUCTUSHCKO ChabprkaHue'?. Jloc-
Ta MO-PAAKO B yKpacara ca U3IMoJI3BaHU MOTUBU OT OJICHCKATA PEJIUrUs —
I[JIABHO CEIIMOCBELIHUKBT (MeHOpa)'?, )KMBOTHHU M .

EnuH crneumaneH BUI CTHKICHU Ky (BEPOSATHO J0OCTA CKBITH) € OuI
yKpacsiBaH ¢ MEIalbOHU OT THMa ,,caHaBuy . Enun MenanboH 0w rocra-
BSIH Ha IbHOTO Ha KYMHTE, a HAKOJIKO APYTH OWJIM aryIMKUPaHU 1O BbHIII-
Harta MOBBPXHOCT Ha cTeHuTe!?. BeposTHO nMopaau LEHHOCTTA UM, 3apain
M300paKeHUATA WK TI0 Ipyra, HEM3BECTHA 32 ChBPEMEHHATA HayKa Mpu-
YUHA TE€3U KPaCUBU MEAAIBOHU ChC 3JIaTHO (POJIMO MHOTO YECTO ca Omiu
MPEen3Mo3BaHn. M3rmeaa mopaay ToBa J0cera He € OTKPUT HUTO €IUH
LIS CBhJ1 C TaKaBa yKpaca.

Te3n cTpKIEHH MeNajdbOHU C€ Cpelar MOYTH M3KIIFOUUTENHO B Pum
Y B 3aMaJHUTE MPOBUHLIMM HA UMIMEPUAITA, KaTO ca OUIM MpPOM3BEKIAHU
JIO0KBbM Kpast Ha [ V—Hauanoro Ha V B. Hali-BEpOSATHO B CTOJIMLIATA, HO MOXKE
Ou ChIIO M B AJIEKCAHAPHs WU B HAKOM JAPYT TOJISIM IIEHTHP Ha CTHKJIAp-
cTBOTO B M3TOKA"”.

CpaBHuTENHO roisM Opoii TakMBa HaXOAKU CE JaTUpar KbM Kpas Ha
[II-IV B. 1 Manko 1mo-kbCcHO. Te ce OTKpUBaAT HalW-4Y€CTO BrpafieH! 0ITbJI-
HUTEJIHO B CTEHUTE Ha PAHHOXPUCTUSHCKHUTE KartakomOu B Pum'. Mena-
JTbOHM OT CBIIMS MEPUOJ CA HAMEPEHH U B IPYTH MPOBUHLIMKM HA UMIIEPUS-
Ta, KaTO HSKOM OT TSIX Ca W3IOJI3BaHW Karto rpoOHU mapose'’. 3acera B
Bwirapus He ca OTKPUTH UITH TTOHE HE ¢a My OIMKY BaH! MOJ00HU MTPEIMETH.

Crpuiara TeXHMKA € U3I10JI3BaHa U 3a Hampasara Ha MelaiboHa oT Bap-
HeHCckust my3ei. Ho kakTo Oe Beue crnoMeHaro, Toil ce OTiinyaBa ¢ TOBa, 4e
BbPXY KPbCTa HAMa HAHECEH JIONBJIHUTEIIEH CJION OT IIPEara3Ho mpo3pay-
HO CTBHKJIO. Pa3nuyHM ca KakTo Heropara yKpaca, Taka U HSIKOM JETalIu.
He mMu e n3BeCTEH CTHKJIEH MEIajibOH OT THIIA ,,CAHIBUY " ChC 3NIaTHO (o-
JIMO, YKPACEH CaMO C KPBCT, KAKTO U ChC 3aKPBIVIEH PbO.

[TouTy BCMUKHM MENAJIbOHU OT TO3U THII Ca MJIOCKU U TIPU BIPAKIAHETO
MM B IBHOTO Ha CBHAOBETE HE CE MOAaBaT Haj Hero'®,

ENMHCTBEHOTO M3KJIIOUEHHE € M3BECTHaTa (pparMeHTUpPaHa CThKIJICHA
Kyna, aridiKupaHa OTBbH Ha cTeHara Ha 1bpkBaTa ,,Cankt CeBepuH™ B
Kbomnn (0T kpast Ha IV B.), ykpaceHa ¢ MHOTO arIMKUPaHHu ,,3J1aTHU - MEa-
JIbOHU (C PA3UYHUA MOTHUBH ), HAKOU OT KOUTO ca M3MbkHAIU'. JIOKOIKOTO
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MW € M3BECTHO, HsMa MyOJIMKYBaHW W MEIajJbOHM C JIpyra yKpaca, u3pa-
0oTeHu Kato 1031 0T Bapuenckus my3sei. M nHakpas — TpsiOBa na oréenexa,
ye I0cera He € U3BECTEH HUTO €MH MEAJIbOH OT TUIA ,,CaHIBUY " C TyTKa
3a OKa4YBaHe.

ToBa monckasBa, e MenabOHBT BbB BapHEeHCKHS My3eii HE MOXKE J1a
Ce MPUYUCIU KbM TO3U TUIl CThKJICHU u3aenus. [10-Bb3MOXKHO U3MIexKa
TOM /1a € crieraiHa Nopbuka 1o >kKeJlaHue Ha KIMEHT, U3ITbJIHEHA OT 100pe
3aM03HAT C TEXHOJIOTUSITA Ha MO3JIaTSABAHE BbPXY CTHKJIO, HO HE 0COOEHO
BHUMATEJICH MalicTOp. Bb3MOKHO € U MEAaIbOHBT 1a € 01l caMo €IMH OT
Mo-roJjisiMa cepusi (TOECT MHOIO Ha Opo¥) MoA0OHU MPEAMETH — YacT OT
M0-MacoBO MPou3BOACTBO. ToBa 00ave nmpoTuBOpeur Ha (akTa, ue Jocera
HE € M3BECTEH JIPYI TaKbB MPEIMET M TO HE caMo OT bwvirapus (koeto
pa3dupa ce He € rapaHius, Y€ HIMa U JPYry, BCE OUIe HEMyOIMKyBaHM ).
He e 0e3 3HaueHMe 3a KaUEeCTBOTO HA MpPEeAMETa U HeOOMYaiiHaTa BJIOYKKA
OT MOJIYyCKBIOLICHEH KAMBK B CTHKJI0TO. OOMKHOBEHO CKBITOLIEHHUTE WIIN
MOJTy CKBITOLEHHUTE KaMbHHU, LIMPOKO U3IMOJI3BAHU B OMIKYTEPCTBOTO MPE3
Ta3|u €noxa, c€ MHKPYCTUPAT BbPXY 3JIaTHU WJM (TIO-PSAKO) BBPXY Cpe-
ObpHu HakuTH?, ToBa HAacOYBa OTHOBO KbM MPEAINOJIMKEHHETO, Y€ CTaBa
nyMa 3a CrelnuaiHa Mopbyuka — aKo HE €MHUYHA, TO MOHE MPEaBIKIalIa
orpaHuueH Opoil MenaabOHU.

[Tpe3 IV-V B. (a ¥ MO-KBCHO) CE€ pa3NpOCTpaHsBaT U JAPYTH, TEXHOJIO-
TUYHO TO-CJIOYKHU IPEOHM CTHKJICHH MPEAMETH C Mo100Ha Gopma u npen-
HA3HAUCHHUE, KOUTO UMAT XPUCTUSIHCKM MOTHBH B yKpacata. Te obade Hs-
MaT OTBOPH 3a XaJIKM 3a OKauBaHe. Te3u u3nenus ca OWv Moji3BaHu KaTto
BJIOYKKM HA MPbCTEHU WJIM HA MeNalibOHU. B nmocnennus cioyuai um € no-
OaBsiHa OOKOBKa OT METaJlHa paMKa — OT OOMKHOBEH WJIM 0JIaropoeH me-
Taja, C Xalkuuka 3a okauBaHe’'. Cpen MO3HATUTE HAXOOKW OT TO3W THI
uMa euH 0OKOBaH B 3J71aTO CTHKJIEH MENalbOH, HAMEPEH B Ipod OT paH-
HOBU3aHTUMCKUS Hekporoa Ha Kepu B Kpum (Ykpaiina), koito obaue e
natupaH no-kbcHo—B VII B. Ha nuueBara My crpana € u3zo0paseHa ot
pPa3HOLIBETHO (T. HAp. MO3ae4Ho) ¢cThkI0 CB. boroponuia ¢ MnaneHeua, a
Ha 3JlaTHATa TUIaCTMHA, 0OKOBaBalla rrpda my, € u3uykaH peneden 0rcT
Ha Mcyc Xpucroc?. O4eBUIHO €, ue MEeNaJbOHBT OT BapHeHCKUs My3eii
He € OuJ mpeaHa3zHaueH na ObJe MoCTaBeH B OOKOB, KAKTO KEPUEHCKUS,
HE3aBUCUMO OT Onm3kaTa uM opma.

Karo Haii-01u3bK mpUMep 10 HEr0 KakTo 10 HauMHA Ha u3paboTka u
Ka4ecTBOTO, Taka JOHSKBIAEC U MO (opmaTta HA KPbCTa CTOM MHOIO IIO-
MaJTKaTa 1o pa3MepH CTHKJICHA BJIOYKKA Ha CPeOBPEH MPBCTEH OT YaCTHA
kosiekuusi B Mrouxen. Toit € natupan o010 (3a€1HO C IPyrd paHHOBU-
3anTuiicku npbctenn) B [V-VII B. Ha Bnoxkara, Bbpxy (OH OT THbMHO-
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Obp. 2. Cpebvpen npvcmen Oop. 3. Cmorien meodavon

CBHC CMBKICHA 6I10ACKA ¢ kpwvcm om Hspaen, IV-V .
¢ no3namen Kpbem Xpusma (no Cradle of Christianity,
(no Bysanz, das Licht von Osten, 2000, p. 143)

2001, p. 303)

YEPBEHO CTHKJIO, € alJIMKUPAHO KPBCTUE OT ,,PBIKHU" TUII, 0()OPMEHO
KaTo Xpu3ma, u3psizaHa ot 31atHo Gonuo (oop. 2). He e yctaHOBEHO Haiu
TO € MOKPUTO C BTOPU IJIACT CTHKIIO, KAKTO € XapaKTEPHO 32 MEIaIbOHUTE
OT THUIIA ,.CaHBUY >

[Tpe3 kbCcHaTa aHTUUYHOCT MHOTO MO-Pa3NpPOCTPAHEHU Ca OOMKHOBEHHUTE
JIETU CTHKJIEHU MEaIbOHHU, KOUTO HSIMAT OTBOP, & CTHKJICHU XaJIKUYKH 32
okausaHe. Hapen ¢ peneduu nzobpaxkeHus Ha KMBOTHH, TOPTPETH U CLIE-
HU OT ©KEHEBHETO, MO TAX JOCTA YECTO CE BIKAAT U KPHCTOBE U XPU3MH,
ceeTiy, cueHu ot Crapusi m Hosus 3aset, CB. boropoauia v ap.

TakuBa manku 1o pazmepu (¢ 1MamMeTbp Mexay 1,5 u 3 ¢M) U €eBTUHHU
MEaNbOHU Cca OWIM U3padOTBAHU YpE3 M3JIMBAHE B KaJIbIU OT IIMHA C
0opMEH YKPACUTEIEH MOTHUB WJIM YPE3 MPUTUCKAHE HA HEraTUBHU Ieyat-
4eTa BbPXY M3JIATOTO B KaJIbIa U BCE OIIE€ HEM3CTHHAJIO CTHKIIO. KbM Mme-
NJIbOHUTE, MEPIEHAMUKYJISPHO Ha MJIOCKOCTTA UM, IOITbJIHUTEIHO € Ouna
MpUJICTIBaHA XaJIKMUKa 3a OKaYBaHe OT Je0ena CThbKICHA HUIIKA ChC Ch-
LU LIBSIT.

B uBeToBara rama Ha CTBKJIOTO, OT KOETO ca U3pabOTEHU TE€3U Mena-
JBOHH, TTpeodIaaaBaT pa3iMuHi HIOAHCH HA JKBJITO, 3€JIEHO U MO-PSAKO
CHHBO (XapaKTEpHM 3a J0CTa JPYTH CTHKJICHHU U3/CIHUs OT TOBA BPEME),
a TeMaTHKaTa Ha U300paKCHHUsATA € CPAaBHUTEIHO OrpaHuyeHa. Tewvpre €
BB3MOKHO TE J1a ca OMJIM HOCEHHM HE CaMO MOEAMHUYHO — KaTO BUCYJIKH
aMyJIeTH, HO U MO HSIKOJIKO, KaTO OI'bPJMLIM, TOHSIKOra B KOMOMHALIMS C
Pa3HOLBETHU U PA3IMYHU MO (POpMa CTHKICHU MbHUCTA?,

Te3u menanboHM ce AaTupar B MO-LIMPOK XPOHOJIOTUYECKH MEPHOI —
ot IV o VII B., HO yKpaceHUTE C KPbCTOBE U XPU3MU CE OTHACST Hall-BEYE
kbM [V-V B.?. ®opmara Ha kpbcTa (KOHTO 00aue € peneden!) Ha enuH
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MaJIbK MeAanboH (aAuamMeTsp 2,5 CM) OT ThbMHOCHHBO CTBKJIO, OTKPUT B
HU3spaen u naripan B [IV-V B. (06p. 3)*°, e nonobHa Ha (popmata Ha KpbCTa
Ha MenajaboHa OT BapHeHCkus My3eid.

B my3eiiHuTe COMpKHU 110 cBeTa (2 BEPOSTHO U Y HAC) CE Ma3saT HEMAJIKO
NoA00HU IPEeOHU CTHKIIEHN MEAIbOHH (C KPBCTOBE WITH IPYTH U300 parke-
HUSI, CBBP3aHU C XPUCTUSIHCKATA PENIUTHS) U KPbCTUETA. 3a ChKAJICHHE
TE PSAKO ca 00EKT Ha nyOauKamu®’, BEpOSTHO 3al0TO UMAT HE 0COOEHO
BUCOKH XYIO)KECTBEHH KaueCTBa U Ca TPYAHM 3a JaTUpaHE, KOrarto He ca
OTKPUTH B CUTYPEH apXeoJIornyecku miact. MHOroro Ha Opoit HamepeHu
MOA00HU MpeIMETH/aMyIETH J0Ka3Ba MacOBOTO UM MPOU3BOJCTBO U LIK-
poxoTo um pasnpoctpaHenue npe3 [V-VII B. (a u no-kbCcHO), 0COOEHO
B M3TOYHHUTE MPOBUHIIMKA HA paHHaTa BusanTtuiicka umnepus u Eruner?,
Makap ¥ no-psiiko, mogo0HM HaAXOAKK ce cpetar u Ha bankanure.

LIeHTbPBT WM LEHTPOBETE 3a U3pabOTBAHE HA TE€3U MENalbOHU/amy-
net (MOKe OM MOKJIOHHUYECKU CYBEHUPH) BCE OI1Ie He ca oTKpuTh® . Hs-
Ma CbMHEHHE 00aue, ye Te TpsAdBa 1a ce ThpeAT npeauMHo B Cupus uim
Cesepen M3spaen. [Ipeanonara ce, 4e eauH OT TAX MOXKE J1a € 01l AHTHO-
xust Ha OpoHT™.

Ot npyra cTpaHa, KpbCTHT C BIPaJICHO KaMb4€ Ha MeJanboHa BB Bap-
HEHCKHS My3€eH Hanono0siBa 1octa yecto cpewanure npe3 [V-VII B. 3nat-
HU HarpbJHU KPbCTUETA C BJIOKKA OT CKBIIOLEHHU WJIM TMOJIYCKBIOLICH-
HU KaMb4eTa, KOUTO HAKOU aBTOPU OTHACAT KbM IpylaTa Ha T. Hap. ,,Crux
gemmata®. Te ce mosiBaBar 3a MbPBU M'BT OKOJIO cpenara Ha IV B. B Pum,
a CJIe/l TOBA CTaBaT MHOTO MOMYJISIPHU CPEl XPUCTUSIHCKOTO HACEIEHUE Ha
umnepusta. [Ipuema ce, ue e ca umanu anorpornenynu Ppyukuun®'. Te ce
pa3npoCTpaHsaBaT U3 LICINUS PAHHOBU3AHTUMCKHU CBAT M CE€ OTHACAT Haii-
gecto kbM nepuona V-VII B.*2. C tBbpae 61mm3ka hopmMa 10 KpbeTa BBPXY
MenanboHa OT BapHeHckuss myseit € enHo munuatiopHo (1,5x1,3cm)
3J1aTHO ,,FPBIKO™ KPHCTYE C I'PAHATOBO KaMb4y€ OT 4YACTHA KOJIEKIUS B
MronxeH. To mpousxokna moxke 6u ot Cupust u e natuparo B V-VII 8.3,

3naTHU HarpbIHU KPHCTYETA — €HKOJIMUOHU (HO C U3IB/DKEHU paMEHE),
ChC CKBIOLIEHHU M TIOJIYCKBITOIICHHH KaMbueTa B Cpelara ca OTKPUTH
CBILO U B ceBepara yact Ha bankanure. B bwarapus takusa ca HamepeHn
B cenata Canosenr u bexxanoso, [1neBencko™, a B Pymbuus — B Uctpus®.
Bceuuku Te ca natupanu B VI B. B PymMmbHUS ca HAMEPEHU U JiBa KAMEHHHU
Kanbna, ceiio ot VI B., 3a u3paboTBaHe Ha KpbCTUETA C TakaBa ¢opma.
Ha enunust ot TAX uMa 10pH OOPMEHO JIEMIIO 3a MOCTABSIHE BEPOSITHO HA
MOJIyCKBITOLIEHHO WM CTBKJICHO KaMbue™,

dopmara Ha KpbCTa HAa MEAJIbOHA OT BapHEHCKUs My 3¢l € CpaBHUTE-
HO TO-PSIJIKO CpelaHa no apeOHUTE PaHHOXPUCTUSHCKU HAKUTHU Mpe-
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Oép. 4. bponszoea azpagha c ,,epvyxu Oobp. 5. Onosen axcypen meoarson

KPpbCm, UHKPYCMUPAH CbC CIMBKIO, ¢ ,,epwyku " kpvem om Llloxam,
om Heszana, Hspaen (no Cradle of Hspaen, VI 6.
Christianity, 2000, p. 141) (no Cradle of Christianity, 2000, p. 143)

metu ot IV-VI B. Ille mocoya camMo HSIKOJIKO OT Hal-OJM3KUTE MPUMEPH.
TaxkbB € KPBCTHT BHPXY €1Ha MHKPYCTUPaHa ChC CTHKIICHU KbcUeTa OpOH-
30Ba arpada wim ¢udynaa ot ubpksara B Hezana (M3paen), kosTo e paru-
pana Haii-00110 B V-VII B. (06p. 4)¥. C nogobHa ¢opma ca u B Harpb-
HU KPBCTYETA — CHKOJIMUOHM (CPeOBPHO M 37IaTHO), C JIETIa 3a KaMbieTa
B cpenara oT cOupkara Ha My3es Ha M3KycTBara KbM [IpHHCTBHCKHS
yHusepcutet, CAILl. Te ca narupanu B VI-VII B., Karo € u3kazaHo npe-
MOJIOKEHUETO, ue MOke Ou ca Omym u3padbotenu B KoncraHTHHOMOM®,
| PBLIKM™ KPBCT XpHU3Ma, UHKPYCTUPAH C I'PAHATH, € MPEACTABEH ChLIO
BBPXY 371aTE€H MEAJIbOH — 3aK0Iyajka Ha orbpauna, ot rpod B Kudiat-Za-
ker kpaii Kapraren, B TyHuc, oTHacs111 ce U3MIEKAA KbM BTOPATA [10J0BUHA
Ha VB.%

Bwpxy auieBara crpaHa Ha €IuH JBYCTPAHEH OJIOBEH amyseT (Mena-
1b0H) OT bbarapus ¢ HEM3BECTHO MECTOHAMUPAHE, OTHECEH KbM VI B., €
n300paseHa Xpusma, YusiTo OCHOBHA (hopmMa € ChLIO ,,IpbLKU™ KpbeT'. Ka-
TO Y€ JIU Hai-roisiMa 0JM30CT MO pa3Mepu U yKpaca ¢ Iy OnuKyBaHHUs TYK
€K3eMIUISIP MOKa3Ba €IMH aKYPEH OJIOBEH MENAJIbOH C IOJsIM ,,IPBLIKH"
kpbet ot [loxam (M3paen), natupan B VI B. (06p. 5)*.

[Tocouenute mo-rope He MHOrO ONW3KH Tapajeid Ha MEAaJbOHA OT
BapuHenckust My3eii morar na Obaar rmoji3BaH| caMo KaTto OTIpaBHA TOYKa
3a HEroBoTo AarupaHe. CpaBHEHHUETO C HIKOM OT TSX, KAKTO M Ka3aHOTO
OTHOCHO TEXHHKara, MoJi3BaHa 3a u3paboTBaHETO My, U (JopMaTa Ha KpbC-
Ta MO3BOJISABAT 3acera Tou 1a Obae otHeceH KbM [V-V B.

[‘'0jisiMa 4acT OT MO3HATHUTE CTHKJICHU MeaaaboHu OT [ V-VI B. oueBu -
HO € MPOAYKT Ha MacoBO MPOM3BOICTBO, 3a10BOJISBAJIO HY)KAUTE MPEAH
BCHUUKO Ha MO-0EIHUTE CIIOEBE OT XPUCTUSHUZUPAHOTO MHOTOETHUUYECKO
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HacesjieHue Ha umrnepusTa npe3 KbcHara antTuuHocT. M3paboTBaHeTo MM
B [10-TOJIEMU KOJIMYECTBA MOXKE J1a O'bJI€ CBBP3aHO U C 00MYAMHOTO 3a Ta3u
ernoxa MOKJIOHHUYECTBO 10 Mepycanmm M Apyrute BaskHM PaHHOXPHC-
TUSIHCKU LeHTpoBe B CBeTute 3eMu M B Mana Asusi. Hima cbMHEHUE,
4e TO € UMAJIO Mpsika BPb3Ka (KAKTO U Cera) ¢ MOCEUICHUETO HA pa3jny-
HU, LIMPOKO MOYUTAHU OT BSIPBALLUTE MAPTUPUY MU, KAKTO U APYTH KYyJI-
TOBH MECTa, CBbP3aHU C HOBaTa peiurus. TAXHOTO M3rpakjaHe € 3a-
MOYHAJI0O HACKOPO cien 00siBsiBaHETO npe3 313 1. Ha XPUCTUSIHCTBOTO 34
paBHa ¢ ocTtaHanuTe peauruu B Pumckara umnepus. [lpe3 IV u V B. Ha-
JIaraHeTo Ha XPUCTUSHCTBOTO KAaTO OPHUIIMAIHA U €IMHCTBEHA PEIIUTHUS €
OUJIO CHITPOBOJECHO C M3rPAKJIaHETO HA MHOTO MOJOOHHM apXWUTEKTYPHU
KOMIIJIEKCH, TTOCELIaBaHU OT XUJISIIM MOKJIOHHUIIH.

Ot Te3u mecra BCEKH BsipBail (MOJOOHO HAa JAHEUIHUTE TYPHCTH)
€ B3eMaJj 3a cebe CU WM 3a OJIM3KM U TIPUATENN MPEIMETH, HAPECUCHU
,,€BJIOTUU™, U TW OTHACSAJ B POIHOTO CH MSCTO KaTo noaapbuu’’. Takusa
npeaMeTy ca OUIM HanmpuMep APEOHUTE CTHKIICHW U TJIMHEHU YKETOHU
C OTMEuYaTaHd BBPXY JHMLIEBATA UM 4YacT pesie(pHU CLEHH OT >KUTHUATA
HAa MBUYCHHMLM W CBETLM WM CBBp3aHU C >kuBoTa Ha Mcyc m CBeToTO
CeMEHCTBO, KaKTO U ¢ pasaudHu Oubnelicku croutus. Te Gunu n3zpabot-
BaHW U Pa3NpOCTpaHsIBaHU B TOJEMH KOJIMYECTBA HA BCUYKHU MMAMETHH
3a XpUCTUAHCTBOTO MecTa B bimskus n3tok. [lonoOuu npedum npenme-
TH aMYJIETU Ca CJIy’KEJIM Ha PEJIMTHO3HATa Iponarasia, NpoBeX/aaHa OT
LbPKOBHUTE Boaauu npe3 [V-VI B. BbB BCHUKHU 4acTu Ha Buzanrtus, oco-
O€HO B HEWHUTE U3TOYHHU IMPOBUHLIMH.

XKeronure Ounu paszgaBaHu WM (MO-PSAKO) MPOJABAHU HA BCHUYKH
BSIpBAIllM, KOUTO MOCELIABAJIM MApPTUPUYMHU, IIBPKBU, MAHACTHUPH WIIU
IPYTH MOKJIOHHUYECKH MecTa B CBetute 3emu. Te3n €eBTMHU MpEeaMETH
He ca OMJIM CYBEHUPH B THELTHUS CMUCHJ HA yMaTa, 3a1l0To Ce € BsIpBa-
JI0, Y€ T€ Ca OCUrypsiBajiu 0JIaroCjaoBUsITA HA CBETELIA UJIM CBETOTO MSIC-
TO, MpEarna3Balla HOCEUIMs T OT OOJIECTH, TPEXOBE U APYTH KUTEHCKH
OIaCHOCTH, 0COOEHO OH3H, KOMTO MBTYBaJ Hajgajied u 1mo mope®. Bn3-
MOXKHO €, pa30upa ce, HIKOM OT T€3U )KETOHU MO-KbCHO J1a ca OMJIH 1mocra-
BSIHU B IIPBCTEHU U MENAJTBOHU ¥ HOCEHU KaTO aMyJICTH.

CbBCEM €CTECTBEHO € MOA0OHU NMPEAMETH J1a ca OMIU U3padOTBAHU U
B Koncrantunonosn. Cnen o6siBsiBaneTo My 3a cronuua npes 330 r. B rpa-
na Ouu CbOpaHu MHOTO PAHHOXPUCTUSIHCKU PETMKBU. JIOHACSIHU OT pas-
JIMYHU YaCTH HAa UMIIEpUsITA U Hail-Bede oT M3Toka, Te Ounm cbXpaHsaBaHu
B HOBOM3rpaJeHUTE IIbpkBU*. ToBa OMJI0 9aCT OT peIMTHO3HATA ITOJIUTHKA
Ha umneparop Koncrantun Benuku u Herosute npuemuuiu. Hama com-
HeHue, e nipe3 V-VI B. OposT Ha Te3U pPEeIMKBU HApaCTHAJ 3HAYUTEIHO.
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[Topaau Ta3u npuyuHaA peayua OT KOHCTAHTHUHOIOJICKUTE XPUCTUSTHCKH
XPaMOBE CBLIO CTAHAJIU MSICTO HA PEOBHO IMOKJIOHHUYECTBO 3@ MHOI'O OT
JKUTEIIUTE HA paHHaTa BusaHTuiicka uMnepusi.

Moske OM ¥ CTBKJICHUST MeAaaboH 0T BapHeHCKUs My3€# € MOKJIOHHH-
4yecku cyBeHup. Heobuuaiinata My HarpaBa M yKpaca ro Hapexaar Cpea
Hal-peIKUTE MAaMETHULM HA PAHHOBU3AHTUICKOTO CTHKJIAPCTBO U ChLLE-
BPEMEHHO — Ha PAHHOXPUCTUSIHCKOTO U3KYCTBO, OTKPMBAHU B ObJIrapCKUTE
3eMH. 3acera — 0 €BEHTYaJTHOTO OTKPUBAHE U MyOJIMKYyBaHE Ha IPYTH IO~
TOOHU MPEAMETH — MSCTOTO Ha U3pabOTBAHETO My HE MOXKE J1a ObJIe orpe-
JEJIEHO ChC CUTYPHOCT. Bee nak TpsibBa na ce uma npeaBu, Y€ PEruoHbT,
B KOWTO € HAMEPEH MEAAIbOHBT — nHelHa Cepeponsrouna buarapus, ce
HaMUpa OTHOCUTENIHO 01130 10 cTo/MLiaTa Ha BusanTus (Ha 0KoJI0 1osio-
BUH JIEH BT € kopad). ETo 3a1mo mu ce cTpyBa, 4e € 10CTa BEPOSITHO Me-
NIabOHBT @ € OMJI MPOM3BENIEH B HIKOS OT CTOJIMYHUTE CTHKIAPCKHU pa-
ooTrHULM. Tol Moke fa € OWil JOHECEH OT HAKOS OT MHOTOOpOMHUTE
ubpkBH B KoHcTaHTHHOMON.

He OuBa 1a ce OTXBBbpIIsSl U BB3MOKHOCTTA MEIAJIbOHBT Aa € OUJl Ch3aa-
JICH B HSIKOY OT TOJIEMUTE I'PazioBe 10 3anagHoto YepHoMopue, pasoioxke-
Hu Mexkay Jlynas u Crapa nnanuna — Hanpumep B Tomu unu Opnecoc, B
KOUTO BIIUSIHUETO OT CTOJMYHUTE U U3TOUHUTE ITPOU3BOICTBEHU LICHTPOBE
e ouno ocesarenHo. [lyOnukyBaHuTE apXCOMOrHUECKN HAXOAKH, KAKTO U
HSIKOM BCE OLLE HEMYyOIMKYBaH! MaTepualid U JaHHU OT MOCIEIHUTE MPOo-
yUBaHUS B TE€3U BAKHU KbCHOAHTUYHU CPEMILA HA THProBUs U 3aHASTH
couar KareropuydHo, 4e npe3 [V-VI B. B Te3u 1Ba rpaga € umasio noope
Pa3BUTO CTHKIJIAPCKO MPOU3BOACTBO™.

[lyOnuKyBaHUAT TYK CTBKJICH MENAJIbOH C MO03jaTa € W3BBHPEIHO
PSAABK MaMETHUK Ha CTHKJIAPCKOTO M3KycTBO OT IV-V B. Toii nokassa
M3M0JI3BAHETO HA €IUH TBBPIE MHTEPECEH METOH 3a IPOU3BOACTBO HA
HSIKOU IpeOHM PAaHHOXPUCTUSHCKU YKpaLIeHHs OT CThKI0. Tol ce oTu-
YyaBa OT LIMPOKO M3IO0JI3BAHUS METOJ Ype3 MPECOBAHE B KAJIBII 32 MacCo-
Ba M3pab0TKa HA PAHHOXPUCTUSHCKU MENAJIbOHU B CTBHKJIAPCKUTE pado-
TUJHULM B M3TOUYHUTE MPOBULIMUM HA HUMIEpUSITA U M3MISKAA € Oun
NIpUJIaraH rno-psijiko, UJIK 3a KPaTKo BPEME MPe3 TO3H MEPUOLIL.
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EARLY CHRISTIAN GLASS MEDALLION
WITH GOLD-PLATED CROSS
AT VARNA MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY

Alexander Minchev

The Varna Museum of Archaeology acquired recently a glass medallion
with unusual decoration. It has been found by chance at an unknown site
located in Northeastern Bulgaria (fig. /a,b).

The medallion has been produced of yellow-greenish semi-transparent
glass cast in mould. It is circular in shape and almost flat, having a diameter
of 3.3-3.4 cm. On the upper surface, a ,,Greek™ cross almost reaching the
edges of the medallion was imprinted, the cross being covered by gold
foil. Over the cross, there is no second transparent glass layer, which is the
usual procedure typical for the so-called ,,sandwich*“-glass medallions of
the Late Roman and Late Antique periods (3%—early 5" centuries AD). The
medallion has a small hole on the upper arm of the cross, made during its
production deliberately for attachment to a string or a necklace.

The author had not found any exact parallel to this peculiar object.
However, based on the production technique as well as on the shape of the
cross and on some similarities to other Early Christian objects including
other medallions and a finger ring with gold-plated glass intaglio (figs.
2-5), a date of 45" century AD has been suggested for the medallion.

The piece was probably a pilgrim souvenir made either in the Eastern
provinces of the Early Byzantine Empire or (most probably) in one of the
glass workshops at Constantinople. However, a local production origin in
one of the large West Pontic cities located north of the Balkans Mountain
should not be excluded.

(Translated by Alexander Minchev)
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